The coins of the King in America

The Spanish colonization replicated its laws, culture, language and its currency in America. As
the conquest progressed and towns and viceroyalties were formed, the Crown installed new
Mints where gold and silver coins were minted (fabricated).

Even though the American continent produced plenty of metals, in the colonies coins were
scarce. Here, following an ancient tradition, the trading was performed on a barter basis or on a
basis known as “Land Currency” which, depending on the region could be objects made of iron,
corn, cocoa, leather, cotton, yerba mate and other everyday items to which a value was assigned.



As moedas do Rei na América

A colonizagéo espanhola reproduziu na América as suas leis, a sua cultura, a sua lingua e as
suas moedas. A medida que a conquista avancava e se formavam cidades e Vice-Reinados, a
Coroa instalava novas CECAS ou Casas da Moeda, onde eram cunhadas (fabricadas) moedas
de prata e ouro.

Embora o continente americano produzisse metais em abundéncia, as moedas eram escassas
nas coldnias. Aqui, seguindo uma tradig@o ancestral, 0 comércio baseava-se na troca, ou seja,
na chamada “moeda da terra”, que, consoante a regido, podia ser constituida por objetos de
ferro, milho, cacau, couro, algod&o, erva-mate e outros artigos do quotidiano aos quais era
atribuido um valor.



